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Any sympathy they had to offer was reserved for
the oppressed a long way off. " If the miners
were African slaves or Bulgarians/5 Hardie wrote,
" people would be found on every hand getting
up indignation meetings to protest against the
wrongs inflicted on them, but because miners
are only miners nobody heeds them." He knew
why. The Liberal Party was bound up with the
economic system, which was then beginning to be
known as Capitalism. That system, he saw, must
be altered. Thus he moved further and further
away from his Liberal friends and employers.
When he had got so far that he felt he must
resign his employment, he was without an organ
for the expression of his views in print until, in
1887, he started the Miner, a little monthly paper,
with pages at first not larger than those of a book.
At the end of the year it was enlarged - a proof
of success - then it was turned into the Labour
Leader (now the New Leader). In the first issue
of the Miner Hardie showed clearly where his
experience and daring thoughts were leading
him. Scottish miners had not during the previous
two years been taking home.more than twelve
shillings a week. They had been compelled to
suppress their aspirations after higher and better
things in order to maintain the struggle for a bare
existence.
" The fact is the miners of Scotland are to-day
in an hundred-fold worse position than were
their fathers before them.3'